
AP World History Summer Assignment 
DUE: On the Day of the Summer Assignment Assessment August 9th, 2020 

Welcome to A.P. World History! In preparation for the beginning of class this fall, you 
will be completing a summer assignment intended to help you learn the material 
covered in Period 1. This is all the material that we will assume you have a working 
knowledge of on the first day of school, August 5th. 

There will be a test on Friday 8/9 covering all of the material assigned for summer.  

● Vocabulary 
● The Travels of Marco Polo 
● AMSCO chapters 1 and 2   

 
The summer assignment is divided into three sections. Each section will require you to 
research, glean information of early civilization development, and complete critical 
thinking tasks to synthesize the information. ALL WORK MUST BE HANDWRITTEN.  
 

The 2020 AMSCO World History book can be purchased following one of the following links: 
https://www.amscopub.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/world-history-ap-exam.html 

 
PART 1: Vocabulary 
On your own paper, define Global Tapestry Vocab (chapter 1 and 2) using your 2020 
AMSCO book. You should be able to explain its importance in history and how it will 
relate to our study of the Global Tapestry period (1200- 1450 CE). All work must be 
completed in your handwriting on the packet provided. 
 
PART 2: Reading and Writing Fiction  

In order to help students prepare for the rigor of the class, students will read The 
Travels of Marco Polo by Marco Polo. The book is based on Marco Polo’s account of 
his experience along the Silk Road. It is both fact and fiction; it is based on his 
interpretation of his experiences and may be exaggerated. The book can be found 
online, at local libraries, or in local bookstores. Please get your books early. 

1. Students will read the entire book and answer the attached study guide in preparation 
for a TEST the first week of school. 

2. Make sure to take good notes.  

 

https://www.amscopub.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/world-history-ap-exam.html


PART 3: Reading and Writing Nonfiction  

1. Students will also need to get the 2020 AMSCO. 
2. Read chapter 1 and 2 prior to the first day of school  
3. Make sure to keep good notes.  

 

AP World History: Global Tapestry Unit Vocabulary 

Directions: Define each term or set of terms within its historical context based on your 
reading and research. 

1. Artifacts 
2. Patriarchal 
3. Animism 
4. Shamans 
5. Neolithic 

Revolution 
6. Agriculture 
7. Surplus 
8. Domestication 
9. Nomadic 

pastoralism 
10. Artisans 
11. Merchants 
12. Specialization of 

labor 
13. Social 

stratification 
14. Jericho 
15. Polytheism 
16. Metallurgy 
17. Bronze Age 
18. Civilization 
19. Patriarchies 
20. Mesopotamia 
21. Sumerians 
22. City-state 

23. Polytheistic 
24. Ziggurats 
25. Division of labor 
26. Cuneiform 
27. Scribes 
28. The Epic of 

Gilgamesh 
29. Babylonians 
30. Empire 
31. Hammurabi 
32. Phoenicians 
33. Carthage 
34. Alphabetic script 
35. Hebrews 
36. Abraham 
37. Moses 
38. Ten 

Commandments 
39. Monotheism 
40. Jewish Diaspora 
41. Pharaoh 
42. Theocrats 
43. Hittites 
44. Mummification 
45. Hieroglyphics 
46. Papyrus 

47. Nubia 
48. Kush 
49. Axum 
50. Harappa  
51. Mohenjo-Daro 
52. Aryans 
53. Barter 
54. Sanskrit 
55. The Vedas 
56. Brahma 
57. Dharma 
58. Karma 
59. Moksha 
60. Upanishads 
61. Dynasty  
62. Xia dynasty 
63. Shang dynasty 
64. Ancestor 

veneration 
65. Pictographs 
66. Zhou Dynasty 
67. Mandate of 

Heaven 
68. Maize 
69. Chavin civilization 
70. Olmec 

 

 



Study Guide The Travels of Marco Polo 

Information will be included in Test: Friday August 9, 2020 

1. Who was Marco Polo 
2. Name 10 major cities discussed by Marco Polo 
3. Where and what is the Silk Road? The Indian Ocean Trade? 
4. What types of items were traded on these trade routes? 
5. What was Marco Polo’s thoughts about the Great Khan? 
6. Who were the Tartars? 
7. What impressed Marco Polo the most? Why? 
8. What impressed Marco Polo the least? Why? 
9. Identify and explain (in a paragraph each) three of the places Marco Polo 

traveled and what was unique or interesting about each. 
10. Identify and explain (in a paragraph each) two things you can learn about the 13th 

century world by reading this book 
11. Identify and explain 10 terms/people that you learned about – what is important 

about them. 

AP World History: History Jargon 

Here is a list of words commonly used in our study of history that you should familiarize 
yourself with before beginning AP World History. Expect to see these words on future 
assessments, and not have them defined for you, when asked.

 

administration/administr 

afroagrarian 

analyze/analysis 

anarchism/ anarchy 

ancient 

arable 

archaic 

architecture 

aristocracy 

atheism 

asceticism 

authoritarian/ -ism 

balance of power 

balance of trade 

barbarian 

bureaucrat 

capital/ capitalism 

capitol 

capitulate 

cartel 

casualty 

celibacy/ celibate 

central/ -centric 

circa (c. ca.) 

city-state 

citizen 

civilization 

chauvinism 

class struggle 



classical 

coerce/ coercive 

coincidence 

colony, colonial 

communal 

conjuncture 

conscript/ 

conscription 

conservative 

constitutionalism 

consumer/consumerism 

conflate 

context 

continent 

contingency 

converge 

corporation/ 

corporate 

corollary 

correlation 

cosmopolitan 

coup d’état 

-cracy 

craft (n. & v.) 

credit 

currency 

debit 

debt 

deficit 

deforestation 

deity/deism 

democracy 

demography 

determinism 

dictator/ dictatorship 

diffuse/diffusion 

diplomacy 

diversity 

divinity/divine 

doctrine 

document (v&n) 

dogma/dogmatic 

domestic 

draft (v. & n.) 

dualism 

dynasty 

eclectic 

economy/ economic 

egalitarian 

elite 

empire/emperor 

enlighten 

era 

ethic 

expense 

filial 

Fiscal 

forage 

frame of reference 

free trade 

frontier 

fundamentalism/fun 

damental 

genocide 

Geogovernment  

guild 

Hegemony 

heliohierarchy 

historiography 

hyperhypoIberian 

identity 

ideology 

incarnation /incarnate 

indenture (v.) 

independence 



-ism / -ist / -ize 

judiciary / judicial 

kin / kinship 

laissez-faire 

-lateral (uni- bimulti-)the 
“Left”/leftist 

legislature /legislative 

legitimacy 

liberal-logy 

malnutrition 

mandate (v & n) 

manifest/ manifesto 

manuscript 

maritime 

material 

materiel 

mesometametallurgy 

metropole/metropolitan 

middle class 

migration 

militarism 

minister (of) 

modernity 

monarchy 

monastery/ monastic 

monetary 

monomonogamy 

monopoly 

monsoon 

mortality 

nation 

nation-state 

nationalism 

neo 

nobility/noble 

nomad/nomadic 

nun 

optimism 

oracle 

oral 

orthodox 

pacifism 

pagan 

paleo 

pan 

papal/papacy 

pastoral 

paternal 

patriarch/patriarchy 

peasant 

period (historical) 

perspective 

pessimism 

pilgrim/ pilgrimage 

plague 

point of view 

political/politics 

poly-polygamy 

post 

pragmatism 

pragmatic 

priest 

primary 

principal 

principle 

progressive 

propaganda 

protectorate 

proto 

province/ provincial 

push-pull factors 

psycho 

qualify 

quandary 

quantify 

quantity 



quest 

racism/racial 

radical 

rational/rationale 

raw material 

rebel/rebellion 

reform 

regime 

reincarnation 

republic 

revenue 

revolt 

revolution 

the “Right” 

rural 

Russo 

sacred 

scholastic 

secede/secession 

secondary 

secular 

sedentary 

segregation 

shaman /-ism 

Sino 

skepticism 

slavery 

Social Darwinism 

social democracy 

socialism 

socio-economic 

sovereignty/sovereign 

sphere of influence 

state (n.) “status quo 
antebellum 

stratification 

subsistence 

syncretic/syncretism 

tariff 

teleology/teleological 

terminal 

territory/ territorial 

textile 

theocracy 

Third World 

totalitarian 

tradition 

trust (n.) 

unanimity 

union (n.) 

urban 

utopian 

veneration 

verbal 

vernacular 

viceroy 

the “West” 

working class 

 

 


